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Statement Regarding the Report 
 
The Board of Trustees of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges 
(SACSCOC) is responsible for making the final determination on reaffirmation of accreditation based 
on the findings contained in this committee report, the institution’s response to issues contained in the 
report, other assessments relevant to the review, and application of the Commission’s policies and 
procedures. Final interpretation of the Principles of Accreditation and final action on the accreditation 
status of the institution rest with SACSCOC Board of Trustees. 
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Section 14: Transparency and Institutional Representation 
 
14.5 The institution complies with SACSCOC’s policy statements that pertain to new or 

additional institutional obligations that may arise that are not part of the standards in the 
current Principles of Accreditation. 

 (Policy compliance) 
(Note: For applicable policies, institutions should refer to the SACSCOC website [http:/www.sacscoc.org]) 
 
14.5.a “Reaffirmation of Accreditation and Subsequent Reports”  

Applicable Policy Statement. If an institution is part of a system or corporate structure, 
a description of the system operation (or corporate structure) is submitted as part of the 
Compliance Certification for the decennial review. The description should be designed to 
help members of the peer review committees understand the mission, governance, and 
operating procedures of the system and the individual institution’s role with in that system. 

 
Documentation:  The institution should provide a description of the system operation 
and structure or the corporate structure if this applies. 

 (Policy compliance: “Reaffirmation of Accreditation and Subsequent Reports”) 
 
Compliance 
 
The institution is part of the University of South Carolina system and governed by 
its Board of Trustees.  The system has a bylaw that designate the role of 
institutional members: research universities, comprehensive universities, and 
regional universities.  Each type is defined.   

 
14.5.b “Separate Accreditation for Units of a Member Institution” 

Applicable Policy Statement. If the Commission on Colleges determines that an extended 
unit is autonomous to the extent that the control over that unit by the parent or its board is 
significantly impaired, the Commission may direct that the extended unit seek to become 
a separately accredited institution. A unit which seeks separate accreditation should bear a 
different name from that of the parent. A unit which is located in a state or country outside 
the geographic jurisdiction of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools and which 
the Commission determines should be separately accredited or the institution requests to 
be separately accredited, applies for separate accreditation from the regional accrediting 
association that accredits colleges in that state or country. 
 
Implementation:  If, during its review of the institution, the Commission determines that 
an extended unit is sufficiently autonomous to the extent that the parent campus has little 
or no control, the Commission will use this policy to recommend separate accreditation of 
the extended unit.  No response is required by the institution. 
(Policy compliance: “Separate Accreditation for Units of a Member Institution”) 

 
Compliance 
 
The institution has no branch or other unit that would require a separate 
accreditation evaluation.  It is a part of the USC system that has twelve 
institutions under the same Board of Trustees, each with separate SACSCOC 
accreditation. 


